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So What Is Interpretation? 
 
 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basically interpretation is communication. Different from formal education where you present a lot of information and facts, here you have a short time to impart a message = Resource (top predator & biological hotspot & Idea.  Information- relate it – information alone is not interpretation – put all your ingredients together: concepts, scientific facts, stories, props/ model are all part of the interpretive process. And a huge part of Communication is the transfer of emotion. Start by asking yourself what do you want your audience to know, do or come away with? Do I want them to enjoy themselves? Enjoy yourself, Be in awe of white sharks? Model that behavior. Mirror Neurons when you believe and our passionate their mirror neurons get activated. 
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Why Interpret? 
 
 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Makes good business sense, carve a niche for your company as being up to date, current shark research, or, conservation minded, or best service attentive to your passengers needs….offering an experience of a life time.. Make every trip the best day or trip….not yesterday was great – today is great, use the info Pete shares….transfer that emotion of amazement, awe, etc..about one of the most diverse and bountiful environments in the world. 
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 “An educational activity which aims to reveal 
meanings and relationships through the use of 
original objects, by firsthand experience, and by 
illustrative media, rather than simply to 
communicate factual information.” 

 

Freeman Tilden’s (1957) –  
Six principles of Interpretation 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Field of Interpretation, 70’s years later….Grant Sharpe….Exploded in late 80 & 90’s today lots of books, NAI



4 

1 Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what 
is being displayed or described to something within 
the personality or experience of the visitor will be 
sterile. 

 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Know your audience
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4 The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction,  
      but provocation. 
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Every good story has a moral, a message, some point 
that the story is trying to illustrate  

  

Start with a Topic 
Develop a Theme 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to put it all together          5 parts to your story  - conservation messages…What do want them to learn   What do you want them to experience   How do you want them to feel 
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Welcome/Introduction  (Set guidelines) 
 
Content - messages & stories 
 
Conclusion  
  

Tour Components: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tell them what you are going to tell themTell themTell them what you told them  
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• Use Eye Contact 
• Vary your speaking rate for emphasis and feeling  
• Vary the amount of talking per stop 
• Make the day the best day it can be 
• Do what you want the audience to do, modeling 
• Enjoy yourself and your passengers 
 
  

Interpretation Tour Do’s: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Vary Delivery Style – Use:  
questions, activities, stories, analogies, 
physical actions, models 
 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
questions-interaction; activities, stories, puppets/models- shark adaptations, prop- oil
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